COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES aw 9 5 1
WASHINGTON 25

FEB 231955

lre. Fred L. Preu |
Director, Audit Division

office of the Controller

Foreisn Operations tdmnistration

Dear Mr. Freu:

reference is made to your letter of Jamary 3, 1955, file
AUD:VED:DBY, forwarding & 1r 1Lter from Mr. Ctenley & Nowek,
Luthorized Certifying Gfiiccr, United ctates Cperations Hission
to the rhilippines, requesting a decision relative to the print-
ing of invitation cards for the use of the lission Director.

Lerewith, as requestec, is & copy of our decision aof today
4o the certifying officer.

Ver, truly yoorey

FRANE I “WIIror

- Comptroller Ceneral
of the United flates

iInclosure

BS0 557/ 5g 1061
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Mr. Stanley Se Nowak

Authorized Certifying Officer

United States Operations lission to the Philippines
Foreign Operations Administrotion

Manila, Republic of the Philippincs

Dear Mr, Nowak:

Reference is macde to your letter of November 5, 195L, transmitting
two vouchers in favor of the Toledo and Bermardo Printing Co., 2359 M.
Colayco St., Pasay City, Philippine Islands, in the amount of 22 pesos
(equivalent to ¢11.00) each, representing the purchase price of printed
invitation cards and envelopes for use by the fission Director in con-
nection with official social functions of the United States Operations
¥ission to the Philippines, An administrative memorandum dated October
22, 1954, which is enclosed with your letier, states that the majority
of people attending tht Director's official functions are important
personages whom it would be improper to invite by teclephone and that,
if printed forms were not used, the invitations would have to be made
by letter, which would involve much greater expcnse. The memorandum
also points out that the public funds sourht to be charged are the o
iYirector's representation allowance funds. ./

You call attention to a decision of this U{fice, 12 Comp. Gen, 565,
holding that the purchase of callinr cards constitutes a personal, not
an official, expense and that apurovriations for administrative expeng
are not generally aveilable 1;hef:;or. hlso, you refer te Title L,
United States Code, Section 21%,~%hich provides that "Mo head of any
Executive Department, or of any bureau, branch, or office of the “ovcrn-
ment shall csuse to be printed » * ¥ any docwnent of matter cxcept that
which is authorized by law and necessary tc the ~ublie business.® .n
view of :toch decision and provision of law, your letler, in efiect,
requests the decision of this Office as to whether the gppropriated
moneys here involved=-the representation allowance funds of the Foreicn
Upcrations Administration——ra; be used to pay for the involved printed
invitation cards and envelopes,

and employees of the State lepartment to enable Aher properly to repre-

lepresentation allowances originally were ?ﬁ;rized to officers
sent the United Stetes abroad. 22 UlS.Coe 1131Y The zllowances are
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controlled by ¢tandardised Hepulations (Covernment livilians, Foreign
Areas) issuyed by the Secretary of {tate pursuant to :xecutive Order
No. 10011 October 22, 1948, Such 2llowances werc made applicable
to F, U. A. overscas officers and cmployces by section SZ?M (1),
Title V, of the Kutual ‘ccurity Act of 195k, 60 stat. 057,"and sectio
102 of the Mutual Security Appropriation ict, 15§58, 6C ‘t.at 1221,
Section 271 of the regulations provides in part as followss

"271 Allowable Ixpenditures

"Representation allowances arc provided for employees
in order that there may be paid on their belizlf or rein-
bursed to then the cost of items of the following character ¥ ¥ ;

"a. Intertainment that is normally offered by
the principal and higher ranking officers of the
Foreign Service at posis abroad on such occasions
as Independence Day or ‘ashington's Birthday and on
various other occasiorns such as visits of noted per-
gonazes or of public vissels or aircraft;

"be Interteinmeni that is undertaken by amy
civilian employees of the United ftates Government
for the purpose of establishing ond maintainine: those
individual personal relationships which arc necescary

>~

to the performance of their oflicial dvtlies @ ° #,."

it thus appeers reoresentation allewonce funds are availadble for
cxpenses incurred in connection with of"icicl entertoimment, Also,
the cost of the vrinted ‘nvitcticr carde anl onvelopes in the circun-
stences set forth in the letters DT <rly on-cors to be an entertein-
ment cxpense within tie purview ol tic reulotions,

fection h1¥ (o), Title IF, of the whwl ceurity et of 195,
Cooftat, BUE )/*l;_:ovicics in part, as {ollows:
o) There Lg hereby autlorized to e approsrigted

to tnc iz °idc*nt for the Tiscal yucr 1955 not to exceed
34,700,000 for all neeescoyy adsinistrative exoxenscs
incidert to carryi nf ottt ti.c provisions of tidie ret 7o
inoluding expenses for compensation, allowesnces and
travel of personnel & % ¥ and, withioutl regard to the pro-
visions of any other law, for printin:g and binding = # M
‘Underscorins supplied, )
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“he ~utual security innropriaticn Aoty 1075, (o . tate 1221,
appropricted funds tc carry out scetion L1l of the .utucl _ecurity
Let, 191y, and the anpropricstion chown on the voucher was csiablished
by transfer fron the funds 8O apyropriateds  sccordingly, the aporo-
priation involved is aveileble for nrinting and hinding €XPCNSEs
without regerd to Title hl, United Ctetes Code, Ceetion 219,

The said funds thus eppear to be availadle for cxpenses of officlal
entertainment and the printing corts to be incident thereto. Also, the
funde arc availstle without resard to any other law for printing anhd
bindin;. sccordingly, tie vouchers arc rcburned herewith end noy e
certifisd for payment if ctherwise correct.

Very truly yours,

7L

FRANK H. WE

Assistant Comptroller General
of the tnited [tates

lnclosures

e

£aBl






